tional importance. I am prepared to agree with this opinion.
This is why we should remember that world public opinion
is closely watching our discussion of this problem, our ap-
proach to its examination, the proposals we make and our
aims in discussing this problem.
How does public opinion understand the discussion on
voting procedure at our Conference? I will recall Ihe state-
ment of the French Socialist newspaper Populaire, which
wrote:
"As is known, the four Foreign Ministers proposed that
decisions on procedure be passed by a simple majority and
on main problems by a two-thirds majority. The latter con-
dition naturally places the Anglo-Saxons at a disadvantage, as
together with their client stales they form a bloc possessing
twelve or thirteen votes. Were all decisions to be taken by a
simple majority vote, defeat of the Soviet Union would be
assured on almost every occasion."
This is how public opinion understands our present dis-
cussion, when we are debating whether we should accept the
principle of simple majority or the principle of two-thirds
majority in the Conference voting. I will not argue that the
newspaper counted the votes at the Conference with perfect
accuracy, yet I will not close my eyesi to the fact that there is
a fraction of truth in its statement. And it is not accidental
that if you read the French press, or the American, British
and Soviet press, or the press of other countries, you will
find quite a number of utterances similar to those of Po-
pulaire.
Indeed if, as Populaire says, the Anglo-Saxon bloc has
twelve or thirteen reliable votes at this Conference, then ac-
ceptance of the principle of a simple majority of eleven votes
is very convenient for this particular group. This group need
not then work very hard to persuade anyone of the correct-
ness of its views. It just has to do a bit of mobilizing, and a
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